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A great 
community 

deserves a great 
library. 

 

Because of Betty Worley’s accomplishments, the Sequatchie 
County Library made the Tribune’s front page on two 
consecutive weeks in April.  Serving a county as well as 
Betty has, for as long as she has served, is good news for 
library patrons, and every member of the community.  
Without Betty’s far-sighted planning, community members 
without Internet access would be unable to look for jobs or 
communicate with family members.  Betty’s actual 
anniversary date was April 4, 2012, but the celebration of 
her service spanned weeks. 
 
On September 24, 1959, the Sequatchie County public 
library opened its doors for the very first time.  With only 
1000 books and a bookmobile visit every eight weeks, 

50 Years at 
the Library! 
Congratulations, 

Betty 
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service was very limited, the library being open for only 
five hours on Wednesday and seven hours on Saturday.  
One local politician even scoffed at the need for a library 
and predicted no one would come, but the lines were long 
every time the library opened.  Betty Worley, then a 
teenager, soon became the library’s most valuable 
volunteer.  In April 1962, when Wanda Long, the first 
librarian, left the position, she urged the library trustees to 
hire Betty as librarian, despite her youth.  Fortunately, the 
trustees followed her advice.  When Betty first became 
librarian, the library did not even have a telephone.  The 
technological revolution was years away, but, at every 
opportunity, Betty prepared for it by seeking educational 
courses and demonstrations.  Betty became highly trained 
in the use of computers, their applications, and the 
Internet, and, when Wifi arrived, no librarian in Tennessee 
was better prepared for it.  Betty looked for any and all 
opportunities to increase her abilities as a librarian, so she 
also attended a course to become a Certified Public 
Library Manager.  She was awarded this distinction in the 
first class offered to librarians in Tennessee.  Her abilities 
as a manager and as a librarian are well-recognized by her 
peers, and she has been an important mentor to other 
rural librarians, as well as to other librarians throughout 
the state. 
 
Betty has always been particularly dedicated to the 
county’s children.  In April 1963 the library moved from 
its small beginnings into the county’s community building.  
Betty made certain the library’s new home had a children’s 
room, and in June 1964 she launched her first children’s 
summer reading program with a visit from the much 
beloved Smokey the Bear.   Every summer since Betty has 
launched a successful reading program.  In summer 2011, 
over 200 local children participated in collectively reading 
nearly 5000 books.  Her story hour program is smaller, but 
equally successful, and hundreds of local children have 
learned to love and support libraries because of Betty. 
 
Today, the library has 6525 patrons, nearly half of this 
county’s population.  In the first two quarters of fiscal year 
2012, the library circulated 20,439 items, including 1567 
ebooks and audiobooks patrons checked out from 
READS.  The library has Wifi, eight computers with 
Internet access for the public, six laptops for use in 
computer classes, and a website.  The 1214 volunteer 
hours donated in 2011 reflect the love and high regard the 
library’s patrons have for “Miss Betty.”  From the hopeful 

Wayne Moore, Betty, and Donna Moore.  Donna 
Moore has also served the county faithfully as 
Assistant Library Director for 25 years. 

Graphically telling the story of Betty’s 50 years is 
the storyboard display created by Jane Indyk, 
displayed here at the 2012 Art & the Library 
Exhibition.  Anyone wishing to see it may view it 
at the library. 

L to R Jane Indyk, Susan Greer, Betty Worley, Lucy 
Szelengiewicz, and Nina Hunt spoke at the luncheon. 
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Distant ancestors of Susan’s mother farmed land in the 
Sequatchie Valley and walked the Trail of Tears, so she 
has always felt drawn to the Valley.  During an a book 
signing after the release of her second novel, an old friend, 
Vallerie Hixson Greer, heard Susan say she was setting her 
third novel in Dunlap.  Vallerie, who was born and raised 
in Dunlap, promptly asked her “what she knew about 
Dunlap and the Valley?”  Vallerie generously offered to 
share her experience of the Valley and the people who live 
here with Susan.  Thus, they made the first of many trips 
to the Valley, deepening and broadening Susan’s 
appreciation of Dunlap as the setting for her novel.  “I 
believe meeting people, whom I never would have 
otherwise met, made my story much richer.  For Southern 
writers especially, setting is such a critical element, as 
important as character or plot.”  For those who may be 
curious, Susan’s mother was a Stewart, a name certainly 
not uncommon in the Valley. 
 
Susan says she was “delighted” to accept the invitation to 
speak here.  “If a community cares enough about my work 
to invite me to speak and it is possible for me to come, I 
will visit.”  She is also pleased to be able to participate in 
recognizing Betty.  “One of my fondest memories is 
receiving my first library card and being taken to the 
library by my mother to check books out.  I appreciate 
what librarians do for us, and I have been very impressed 
by the warmth and welcome Betty and her staff have 
shown me.  They clearly love the library and are 
passionate about books.”  When asked whether a writer 
might have reservations about libraries which provide 
books free to patrons, Susan replied:  “Libraries are great 
purchasers of books, but that aside, a writer wants his or 
her story to be read, and libraries make it possible for 
everyone to read the writer’s stories.” 
 

beginning to its present sophistication only one 
person, Betty Worley, can be described as the real 
architect of the library’s present and future and careful 
guardian of its level of service. 
 
On April 16, 2012, at the library board’s annual in-
person presentation to the County Commission, 
County Executive Claude Lewis presented Betty with 
a framed certificate recognizing her years of devoted 
service to the county acknowledging “she has been the 
main reason the library has become what it is today.  
Her tireless efforts have helped mold the local library 
into a service this community can depend on.”  Susan 
Greer, the chairman of the library board, echoed his 
praise.  “Every now and then you find a gem in the 
community.  Betty is most definitely one of them.” 
 
On April 18, the festivities continued with a banquet 
attended by over 200 people.  The banquet, held at the 
Armory, was also a fundraiser for the Sequatchie 
County Friends of the Library.  
 
The luncheon featured a distinguished speaker, Susan 
Gregg Gilmore, a novelist whose work, like Betty’s 
service, is grounded in a Southern past, but looks 
toward the future.  Susan is the author of two 
published novels. Her first novel, Looking for Salvation 
at the Dairy Queen, is rooted in summer vacations spent 
with her paternal grandmother and grandfather, a 
revival-bred preacher, who after church on Sundays, 
always took his granddaughters to the Dairy Queen. 
Her second novel, The Improper Life of Bezellia Grove, 
describes a young woman’s search for love in unlikely 
places as she fights the injustice of her time.  Her next 
novel, due to be published in late summer 2013, is set 
in Dunlap.  Susan, a native Tennessean, was born in 
Nashville.  She graduated from college with a history 
degree and later earned a Master of Arts in American 
Studies. She is married with three daughters. She has 
written for several newspapers including the Los 
Angeles Times, The Christian Science Monitor and the 
Chattanooga News-Free Press. For more information 
about her and her work, visit:  
www.susangregggilmore.com 
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The additional space created by the gallery display system allows visitors to view 
the art comfortably without worry about tripping over easels.  The appearance 
of the exhibition is much more professional.  In the foreground Friends 
members Ava Navin and Linda Howard enjoy each other’s company. 

During the reception each artist speaks 
briefly about his or her work.  Here Lila 
Seals discusses her painting of her 
grandchild. 

Friends Life Member Rachael 
Autry painted what she titled 
“Asian Paradise.” 

2012 Art & the Library and 
Valley Fest 

The Experiment Worked. 

On Tuesday, April 17, 2012, the 2012 Art & the 
Library Exhibition opened with a reception held at the 
Dunlap City Training Center attended by ninety-one 
Friends members, artists, and guests.  The newest feature 
of the exhibition was the gallery display system permitting 
almost all the paintings to be hung for display, as opposed 
to displayed on easels.  The art committee contacted or 
was contacted by 58 potential exhibitors.  While many of 
the faithful contributors were unable to exhibit this year, 
44 artists did exhibit, twelve of them new to the 
exhibition.  During the days Valley Fest was held, a total 
of 439 people visited the exhibition, so many more people 
than usual.  The Friends will likely choose to make the 
exhibition part of Valley Fest again. 
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In the picture to the upper left new artist Roy 
Hames talks about “Too Hot.”   Roy was raised in 
South Florida where he says it was almost always too 
hot.  Although this picture is too tiny for the reader 
to see, even the sun is grimacing.  In the picture to 
the immediate left Bill Colvin tells an appreciative 
audience about how he carves his prize winning 
wooden birds.  Above Earnestine Pilkington and Pat 
Treadwell admire Steven Pickett’s “Water Bearer.” 

4H Honor Club Students Innovate 
Under Sheldon Barker’s supervision 4H Honor 
Club students aged 7th grade and up will be using 
all seven of the new laptops the library received 
under a Rural Libraries Computer federal grant to 
create brief videos.  These videos will promote 
programs which the Extension Services wishes to 
highlight.  Two children will share a laptop using 
Powerpoint to create videos from slides and video 
clips which, when complete, would be uploaded to 
Youtube or Facebook.  Having the 4H Honor kids 
use these computers is a win-win for everyone, as 
their use of the computers underscores how 
valuable the grant has been to the library.  Equally 
important, through this project the library reaches 
out to older children. 
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Calico Joe by John Grisham 

In the summer of 1973 Joe Castle was the boy wonder of baseball, the greatest rookie anyone had ever seen.  The 
kid from Calico Rock, Arkansas, dazzled Cub fans as he hit home run after home run, politely tipping his hat to the 
crowd as he shattered all rookie records.  Calico Joe quickly became the idol of every baseball fan in America, 
including Paul Tracey, the young son of a hard-partying and hard-throwing Mets pitcher. On the day that Warren 
Tracey finally faced Calico Joe, Paul was in the stands, rooting for his idol but also for his Dad. Then Warren threw 
a fastball that would change their lives forever. 
 

What Doesn’t Kill You by Iris Johansen 

As a young woman, Catherine Ling was recruited by the CIA and now, she is known as one of their most effective 
operatives.  Having lived life in the shadows, Catherine is aware of the wobbly moral compass of her existence and 
even more aware of just how expendable she is to those she deals with. When her old friend Hu Chang creates 
something so deadly, and completely untraceable, the chase is on to be the first to get it.  With rogue operative John 
Gallo also on the hunt, Catherine finds herself pitted against a group so villainous and a man so evil that she may 
not survive the quest to protect those she cares about. 

Speaking of “too hot,” why is it summer in May?  
Find some shade and curl up with a good book. 
These books, newly arrived at the library, may be just right for you. 
 

Story Hour Graduates 
Story hour graduation is always bittersweet.  While wishing the children well in school, the library staff finds saying 
good-bye to such sweet kids a little sad.  This year’s graduates are:  Mary Katelyn Bickford; Tanner Carlton; Shalah 
Cash; Landon Cunningham; Dominic D’Apice; Giovann D’Apice; Wyatt Davis; Mallorie Dixon; Peyton Easterly; 
Danika Ewton; Emily Gordon; Lee Harvey; Joshua Hobbs; Jada Land; Isaac Stewart; and Gabby Tonkin.  

March 2012 Book Sale 
The March 2012 made $1,740.83.  This is truly remarkable when one considers the silent auction is not part of the 
spring book sale.  Lucy Szelengiewicz and her co-chair, Karen Larrimore want all who volunteered their time to 
know how much it was appreciated.  Lucy recently picked up 40 boxes of books from the regional library facility, 
which is now closed, and she and Karen will need volunteers to mark out and sort these books over the summer and 
into the early fall.  The next book sale is scheduled for the week of October 16th – 20th 

Computer Classes 
Fortunately for us, Rick Meck, shown teaching in the photo to 
the left, who has the appropriate experience and credentials, 
agreed to teach the adult computer classes.  Along with 
providing the laptops and the projector, the Rural Libraries 
Computer federal grant also provided funds to pay for 
computer classes.  Seventy-seven adults participated in 62 
hours of computer classes.  The classes were very well-
received and those who took them were grateful for the help 
they provided in learning how to use a computer and the 
Internet. 
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Fiddler by Beverly Lewis 

Amelia "Amy" DeVries, a 24-year-old violinist, is disillusioned with life and love after the collapse of her long-
running romance. Weary of endless rehearsals and performances, Amy sets out on a road trip through the 
Pennsylvania mountains. She leaves her cell phone behind so life's demands can't intrude on her solitude. She 
doesn't know, nor care, where she will end up.  When her car breaks down deep in the mountains, Amy realizes the 
flaw in her "no cell phone" plan. She abandons her car and walks the winding roads, searching for help. Following 
the smell of wood smoke and the sound of music, she finds a rustic log cabin. There she meets a young Amish 
man--and through him a community--that will change her life forever. 

 

Lost Years by Mary Higgins Clark 

Biblical scholar Richard Callahan is astonished when Mariah Lyons shows him a letter left to her by her late father, a 
professor of history.  The letter contains a translation from a 2,000 year old papyrus scroll and is accompanied by a 
dusty clay jar and a fragment of papyrus torn from a scroll which her father claimed was a letter in Christ’s own 
handwriting. 

 

Come Home by Lisa Scottoline 

Jill Farrow is a typical suburban mom who has finally gotten her and her daughter's lives back on track after a 
divorce. She is about to remarry, her job as a pediatrician fulfills her, and her daughter, Megan, is a happily over-
scheduled thirteen-year-old juggling homework and the swim team.  But Jill’s ex-stepdaughter, Abby, shows up on 
her doorstep late one night and delivers shocking news: Jill’s ex-husband is dead. Abby insists that he was murdered 
and pleads with Jill to help find his killer. Jill reluctantly agrees to make a few inquiries and discovers that things 
don’t add up. As she digs deeper, her actions threaten to rip apart her new family, destroy their hard-earned 
happiness, and even endanger her own life. Yet Jill can’t turn her back on a child she loves and once called her own. 

Witness by Nora Roberts 

Daughter of a controlling mother, Elizabeth finally let loose one night, drinking at a nightclub and allowing a 
strange man’s seductive Russian accent lure her to a house on Lake Shore Drive. The events that followed changed 
her life forever.  Twelve years later, the woman known as Abigail Lowery lives on the outskirts of a small town in 
the Ozarks. A freelance programmer, she designs sophisticated security systems—and supplements her own security 
with a fierce dog and an assortment of firearms. She keeps to herself, saying little, revealing nothing. But Abigail’s 
reserve only intrigues police chief Brooks Gleason. Her logical mind, her secretive nature, and her unromantic 
viewpoints leave him fascinated but frustrated. He suspects that Abigail needs protection from something—and 
that her elaborate defenses hide a story that must be revealed. 

Letter from a Stranger by Barbara Taylor Bradford 

Justine Nolan is a documentary film maker who lost her beloved grandmother a decade ago—the person who was 
the only source of love and comfort in her life.  Her own mother Deborah had always been distant and uninvolved, 
following her own agenda in pursuit of her career as an interior designer.  But when Justine inadvertently opens a 
letter addressed to her mother, she discovers that not only is her grandmother Gabri alive, but that Deborah has 
deliberately estranged the family from her for all these years.  Justine’s search for her grandmother takes her to 
Istanbul where she begins to uncover the family’s secrets that stretch all the way back to World War II.  As the 
layers of deception peel away, Justine begins to understand a woman she never really knew…and she begins to ask 
questions about the true desires of her own heart.   
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LIBRARY HOURS AND INFORMATION   
HOURS:  Monday, 8am-5:30pm 
Tues. & Wed., 8am-5:00pm 
CLOSED THURSDAY 
Friday, 8am-4:30pm 
Saturday, 8am-Noon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE SEQUATCHIE COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
227 Cherry Street 
Dunlap, TN 37327 
Phone:  (423) 949-2357 
Fax:       (423) 949-6619 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
June 2012 Outing 

Visit iGNiS Glass Blowing Studio in Chattanooga 
Friends Meetings 

Second Tuesday of Every 
Month at 4:30pm* 

*Ask Librarian to confirm meeting date before attending 

 
Betty Worley, 

Library Director 
Donna Moore, 

Assistant Director 
 


