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The library’s books written under Kathy 
Trocheck’s pseudonym, Mary Kay Andrews, were 
all checked out for weeks before she appeared in 
Dunlap as guest speaker for the Annual Meeting. 
 

On Tuesday, January 26, 2010, the Friends of 
the Sequatchie County Library held its annual meeting, 
inviting both present and past members and the 
general public to attend.  Once again, the city 
permitted us to use the Dunlap City Training Room, 
which was decorated by Friends members for the 
event.  Linda Meck read the 2009 Annual Meeting 
Minutes. Reports were made to Friends members:  Pat 
Treadwell, Treasurer’s; Anne Wolf, Membership; Betty 
Worley, Librarian’s; Lucy Szelengiewicz, Friends’ 
Activities; and Suzanne Spicer, Imagination Library.  
Jane Indyk presided over the election of board 
members, and Nina Hunt presented proposed by-law 
changes.  Two board members, Louise Johnson and 
Jane Indyck, stepped down to permit two new 
members, Wilda and George Moss, to take their 
places.  After the vote on the new board members, the 
board met to elect 2010 officers:  Robert Lambert, 
President; Lucy Szelengiewicz, 1st VP; Wilda Moss,   
2nd VP; Brielle Young and Linda Meck, Secretary; and 
Pat Treadwell, Treasurer.  

Best selling 

novelist 

comes to town! 

 

A great community deserves a great library. 
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After the brief business meeting 
concluded, Nina Hunt introduced guest speaker 
Kathy Hogan Trocheck, who writes, as well, under 
the pseudonym “Mary Kay Andrews.” 

Kathy shared with the audience that she 
comes from a family of amusing storytellers, and 
she was fortunate to inherit their robust senses of 
humor.  She is “genetically” naturally funny. A 
native of St. Petersburg, Florida, she has spent 
most of her adult life in a close knit Atlanta 
community, Avondale Estates.  She received a 
B.A. in journalism from the University of Georgia, 
and she was working for the Atlanta Journal 
Constitution when she unsuccessfully attempted 
her first novel.   She received nothing but rejection 
letters, “nice ones, but rejections.”  Shortly 
thereafter, she wrote her first successful novel, 
Every Crooked Nanny.  This mystery was the first of 
a series about a failed Atlanta police detective, 
Callahan Garrity, who becomes the owner of a 
house cleaning service called House Mouse.  This 
service employs some really zany help and 
encounters outrageous circumstances, like a 
murdered nanny.  This mystery was a commercial 
success, and as she describes it, against the advice 
of her husband, her literary agent, and her editor, 
she quit her “day job” and never looked back.  
When Kathy decided to experiment with a genre 
different from the Callahan Garrity series her 
literary agent recommended she make the change 
under a pseudonym.  She adopted “Mary Kay 
Andrews,” using her son and daughter’s names in 
combination. 

Her writing style begins with imagining the 
featured character, and soon after “she knows all 
about [the character] … where she lives, what she 
does, what she eats, her dog’s name.”   To prepare 
to write her novel “Deep Dish,” about a public 
television chef, Kathy spent weeks at Paula Deen’s 
residence watching the production of Ms. Deen’s 
shows.  The books written as Mary Kay Andrews 
include the New York Times bestselling novels: 
Savannah Breeze and Blue Christmas 
(HarperCollins), as well as Hissy Fit, Little Bitty 
Lies and Savannah Blues (HarperPerrenial).  Her 
latest novel is called “Fixer Upper.” 

Those attending the meeting thoroughly 
enjoyed hearing her speak about writing and her 
books.  If you missed it or want to know more 

Kathy Trocheck was excited to hear from Kate Sanders 
and her teacher Glen Edison about Kate’s strong 
interest in writing, and how Glen is fostering that 
interest and the interest of other students by devoting 
several hours a week to teaching creative writing to 
students. 

Although lots of events and obligations compete with 
any meeting held during the week, many loyal Friends 
members attended the 2010 annual meeting and 
participated in voting on board members and by-law 
changes. 

about her, visit marykayandrews.com.  Kathy even posts 
some recipes there.  New board member Wilda Moss 
brought two food items made from recipes on the site 
or in Kathy’s books to serve as part of the refreshments.  
Although they may sound odd, corned beef dip and 
chocolate cake made with tomato soup, they were very 
tasty.  The site is very entertaining, and you will be glad 
you visited it.   
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Did your child learn who the stranger in the woods was? 

On Tuesday, December 8, 2009, Friends 
Member Linda Meck, Library Director Betty 
Worley, and other Friends volunteers held an 
after-hours winter story event for Sequatchie 
County children.  Over 40 children attended, and 
they just loved it.  Several children have come to 
the library asking to attend another story event.  
Plans are underway to host another one in April  
2010, to coincide with National Library Week.  
The winter story event was possible through the 
generosity of the Target Foundation, and that 
grant will also pay for activities and materials for 
the April Event. 
 

 
 

Instead of cartoon characters, typical of 
many children’s books, Stranger in the Woods 
displays actual photographs and heartfelt words by 
noted wildlife photographers and authors Carl 
Sams and his wife, Jean Stoick.  The photography 
in the book is beautiful.  The camera is placed in a 
clearing of the woods near a snowman. The 

snowman is complete with hat, gloves and a carrot 
nose.   Forest animals, awakened by warnings 
from birds that there is a stranger in the woods, 
set out to discover if there is danger and find, 
instead, a wonderful surprise.  The book teaches 
respect for all living things. 

 
When asked why she chose this particular 

book as the basis for the winter story event, Linda 
Meck replied the book is one of her favorites to 
share with her grandchildren.  She likes the way it 
builds suspense for children as they become more 
and more interested in learning the stranger’s 
identity.  She took care to choose crafts the 
children attending would really enjoy and those 
which would also match the theme of the book.  
The children made a snowman ornament and rice 
cakes with peanut butter, a winter bird feeder, to 
teach them one way to care for some of the 
animals during the winter.  Adults will enjoy this 
beautiful book, as much as children do, and it 
would be a great addition to anyone’s home book 
collection.  So the suspense is maintained, we will 
not tell you the identity of the stranger in the 
woods. 

The children are clearly completely engaged in the 

story, as Linda Meck reads The Stranger in the Woods 

to them.  We wish we could afford to print the 

Newsletter in color, as black and white does not 

permit you to properly appreciate the beautiful new 

story hour rug presented by the Friends. 
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Volunteering can be a lot of fun.  You can see Lucy 
Szelengiewicz, Wilda Moss, and Linda Meck are 
enjoying themselves while decorating the library for 
Christmas.  

On Thursday, November 16, 2009, just 
in time for the holidays, Karen Marshall 
generously gave up one of her evenings to 
teach about 35 of us how to decorate the 
baked items we planned to serve friends and 
family or to deliver as holiday gifts. 

 
Mindful of hard economic times, 

Karen took great care to demonstrate items, 
like striped Christmas candy, which were 
inexpensive but which can really dress up a 
cake.  Friends members had donated door 
prizes, and Karen included several of the 
baked items she demonstrated as prizes, too.  
Everyone received something nice, and 
everyone had a great time attempting to 
decorate the cup cakes and cookies provided 
for practice. 

We had our cake 

and ate it, too. 

While Karen made it look easy, some 
of us struggled.  Betty, perhaps you 
should not quit your day job.  

Above is the library’s new logo designed by Lota Greer, at 

the request of the library’s board of trustees. 



 

 

February 2010 Sequatchie County Library Newsletter Page 5 

Newsletter brought to you courtesy of 

 

 
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 

 
 
On Friday January 15, 2010, eleven Friends members visited the Holocaust Memorial in Whitwell, 

Tennessee.  The middle school principal, Linda Hooper, made an introductory presentation in the Memorial 
Library.  Ms. Hooper shared a wealth of knowledge about how the memorial began as a lesson in prejudice and 
has continued through public support. The library contained a wonderful collection of books and artifacts 
relating to the Holocaust.  The shelves are filled with numerous books housing 30,000 letters from people, many 
of them from family members of Holocaust victims.  Many works of art made from paperclips and donated by 
schoolchildren and various individuals from around the world can be seen there.  You may also see: a Torah 
donated by Hymi Amolis; a replica of the Tzedahka box found in the synagogue in St. Petersburg, Russia; a 
Sofar donated by Temple Israel in Albany, NY; a German prayer carried by a Gentile through the camps; a 
Teffilin-Sacred Pray Scrolls; and much, much more.  Following our time in the library, students from the school 
escorted us to the Train Car which was an actual car used to transport the prisoners to the camps and now 
houses 3 million paperclips.  It was a very moving experience for all of us.  Brochures about the Holocaust 
Project and the documentary DVD “Paper Clips” are available in the library.    

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Friends Visit the Whitwell Holocaust Museum 

Our group listens attentively to Linda 
Hooper in the Memorial Library.  Our 
student guides were charming. 

Requests to Members 
 
Book Donations Please bring your books, magazines, DVDs, VHSs, puzzles, etc. to the library in the next few 
weeks.  The next book sale begins March 11, 2010. 
Email Addresses To save postage and time, please provide us with your email address, if you have one, by sending 
it to Membership Chair Anne Wolf at Avoklov33@yahoo.com.   We won’t give it to anyone else, promise. 
Membership Renewal At the January Friends board meeting we counted 64 individual members and 25 family 
members who had not renewed their membership.  If you are one of these members, please renew by 
completing a form and paying your dues at the library or at the March book sale.  You know how much the 
Friends do for the library and the community.  Please continue to support us by renewing your membership. 
Charitable Project The Friends are trying to raise funds for the needs of family members of those deployed from 
the 278th Armed Cavalry Regiment Engineers.  Please drop your donation off at the library.  
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Kisser by Stuart Woods 

Stone Barrington, fresh off a harrowing adventure in Key West, is glad to be back in New York and working on 
something a little tamer, some simple divorce and custody cases.  When he crosses paths with an actress and 
sometimes lip model, he gets a little more involved with business than he expected to be and discovers that his 
new lady love has a shady past.  He and cop Dino Bacchetti realize that her beauty may come at a high price. 

Death of a Valentine by M. C. Beaton 

Wedding bells are about to ring for the most famous of highland Scotland bachelors, police sergeant Hamish 
Macbeth. The entire village of Lochdubh thinks Macbeth's bride-to-be Josie McSween, Hamish's new constable, 
is the perfect mate for him, but Hamish finds himself with a case of what some believe to be pre-marital jitters.   
Hamish thinks it is more than that, and his suspicions are soon confirmed. 
 
After a gorgeous woman in a nearby village receives a deadly Valentine's Day gift, Hamish and Josie take on the 
case.   They soon discover that the list of the victim's admirers is endless. The case confirms Hamish's belief that 
love is extremely dangerous. 

The Wolf at the Door by Jack Higgins 

After several members of an elite intelligence unit known as the British prime minister’s “private army” are 
murdered, Sean Dillon believes he knows who is doing the killing.  His suspect is an old nemesis who has clearly 
become tired of interference from the unit’s members.  Now it is up to Sean to prove this, which will be no easy 
task.  An even harder job will be staying alive while he tries to prove it.  

Deeper than the Dead by Tami Hoag 

The setting is in California, the year, 1984. Three children, running in the woods near their school, stumble upon 
a partially buried female body.  Detective Tony Mendez, fresh from a law enforcement course at FBI 
headquarters, knows how to investigate serial killers, and he is assigned to search for the psychopath who is 
dubbed the “see no evil killer.”  As the evidence mounts, it becomes clear the killer is a man of unusual skill and 
intelligence, able to gain the trust of his victims.  Mendez uses the new technique, profiling, to develop a theory 

When it’s so cold outside, why not curl up with a 
good book inside where it’s warm? 
These books, newly arrived at the library, may be just what you need. 

Our group 

photographed 

outside the 

train car. 
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of the case, a strategy that pushes him ever deeper into the lives of the three children, and closer to their young 
teacher, whose interest in recent events becomes as intense as his own.  

Not My Daughter by Barbara Delinsky 

Single parent Susan Tate is stunned when her 17 year old daughter, Lily, announces she is pregnant.  Susan, who 
has struggled to be a good mother and do everything right, looks on this situation as an inconceivable tragedy 
for both her and her daughter.  When word comes of two more pregnancies among other high school juniors, 
who happen to be Lily’s best friends, rumors of a pregnancy pact begin to circulate.  The emotional ties between 
the mothers and the daughters are stretched to the breaking point. 

Days of Gold by Jude Deveraux 

In 1766 Scotland, the laird of the clan, Angus McTern, has everything he wants in life. Although his grandfather 
lost the family's land and castle in a card game when Angus was just a boy, Angus takes his duties seriously and 
is respected by all the men and adored by the women.  That is, until Edilean Talbot, the niece of the man who 
won the castle, shows up to lay claim to it.  Although Edilean is beautiful, Angus resists her charm.  Then she 
rejects him.  However, the day comes when Edilean needs Angus's help, to reclaim her inheritance.   At first 
Angus refuses, but her beauty--and her tears--so haunt him that he puts aside his pride and decides to aid the 
heiress. 

A Matter of Class by Mary Balogh 

While Reginald Mason is wealthy and refined, he is not a gentleman by title, which bothers him a lot.  When it 
becomes known Annabelle Ashton, daughter of an earl whose property adjoins the Masons' land, has disgraced 
herself not only by ruining a proposed marriage to a loathsome marquis, but also by attempting to run off with a 
coachman, Reginald’s coal-merchant father sees this as an opportunity to raise his family’s social standing.  The 
earl needs his daughter to marry into money, and he wishes to marry her off to anyone who will have her.  He 
forces Reginald to marry Annabelle.  Thus begins a story the reader may expect to be predictable, but the author 
has a surprise in store for both the reader and the scheming parents. 

The Honor of Spies by W.E.B. Griffin & William E. Butterworth IV 

Set in 1943, the fifth in Griffin's Honor Bound saga picks up where Death and Honor  left off. Marine Pilot Don 
Cletus Frade is still untangling the truth about two Nazi secret missions, while dealing with the ambitions of 
Juan Peron, who has his eye on annexing several neighboring countries.  If the Nazis win the war, Frade has the 
unusual assignment of assisting a German officer to escape from a prisoner of war detention center so the 
German officer can continue to participate in a plot to kill Hitler. 

Treasure Hunt by John T. Lescroart 

The body of Dominic Como, San Francisco's most prominent civic activist, is found floating in the lagoon in 
front of the Palace of Fine Arts.  Mickey Dade, an employee of the Hunt Club which is facing economic 
troubles, proposes a way for the agency to get involved in the murder investigation and perhaps return to 
solvency.  As Mickey and fellow investigator Wyatt Hunt look into the murder, they learn what they discover 
about Como is shocking.  

 

  

 

 

Remember the library began to celebrate its 50
th

 birthday September 

20, 2009, and we continue to celebrate all year with a celebration 

event in each month until September 20, 2010.  Stay tuned. 
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THE SEQUATCHIE COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
227 Cherry Street 
Dunlap, TN 37327 
Phone:  (423) 949-2357 
Fax:       (423) 949-6619 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LIBRARY HOURS AND INFORMATION 
HOURS:  Monday, 8am-5:30pm 
Tues. & Wed., 8am-5:00pm 
CLOSED THURSDAY 
Friday, 8am-4:30pm 
Saturday, 8am-Noon 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

Celebrate Library Lovers’ Month in February at the Library 

Winter Book Sale March 10-13 (4 days only) 
Friends Meetings 

Second Tuesday of Every 
Month at 4:30pm* 

*Ask Librarian to confirm meeting date before attending 

 
Betty Worley, 

Library Director 
Donna Moore, 

Assistant Director 
 


