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With Christmas approaching, business at Agatha Raisin’s detective agency is a little slow.  Then, Phyllis 
Tamworthy, a rich matriarch of an idyllic Cotswolds, England, Manor House is poisoned.  Agatha and her 
friend Sir Charles Fraith attended Phyllis's 80th birthday party, only to see the lady keel over, poisoned by 
hemlock in her salad.  Agatha is intrigued by this mystery because only days before she had received a letter 
from the wealthy widow saying the widow suspected family members of plotting to kill her before she can 
change her will to disinherit them. Digging into Phyllis's past yields an even darker mystery. Bestseller 
Beaton's dry wit enhances Agatha's struggles with aging, men and her most challenging case yet. 
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